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 FY23 Budget– HB900 (Welch), HB4700 (Harris), SB157 (Harris)  
  
The Illinois Senate and House of Representatives approved the $46.5 billion FY23 budget early 
Saturday morning, including with it $1.8 billion in tax holidays and temporary cuts aimed at easing 
the pain of inflation the cost of necessities like food and fuel.   
  
At nearly 6 a.m. Saturday morning, the House voted 72 to 42 to agree to the Senate-passed version 
of the budget, with most Republicans voting against HB900 (Welch).  
  
While the final budget includes a significant spending increase over the FY22 budget, the state is 
also making a $1 billion payment into its budget stabilization fund, more commonly referred to as 
the rainy-day fund. The fund was depleted during the 2015-2017 budget impasse.   
  
Additionally, the state will contribute an additional $200 million beyond what’s legally required to 
help pay down the state’s significant pension deficit.   
  
The final deal for tax relief struck by the House, Senate, and Governor includes one-time direct 
payments to taxpayers; $50 per individual and $100 per dependent (up to three). It also includes a 
one-year freeze of state sales tax on grocers, a freeze on the gas tax for six months, and a 10-day 
back-to-school sales tax holiday in August 2022.   
  
An expansion of the state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) championed by Democrats including 
Sen. Omar Aquino (D-Chicago) was also included, expanding the credit from 18 to 20 percent of 
the federal EITC.  
  
Law Enforcement Bills - HB1568 (Vella), HB3893 (E. Hernandez), HB1321 (LaPointe)   
  
These bills include some of the proposals Democrats recently proposed to support and retain law 
enforcement officers.   
  
HB1568 (Vella) came out of the General Assembly’s public safety working group that would both 
incentivize police training at Illinois community colleges and help retain talent that can pass their 
experience onto younger officers, helping alleviate the “brain drain” that many departments are 
facing. It passed through both chambers with bipartisan support.  
  
HB3893 (Lilly) would extend the sunset date to allow investigators to continue recording 
conversations for qualified sex or drug offenses from January 1, 2023, until January 1, 2027, as 
well as extend the sunset date on RICO sections of the criminal code from June 11, 2022, to June 
11, 2023. It was passed by the Senate unanimously and with near-unanimous support in the 
House.   
  
HB1321 (LaPointe) would create the First Responder Behavioral Health grant program to help 
support behavioral health services for first responders like police and EMS workers. The bill 
specifically promotes the use of telehealth services and specifies that employers cannot reduce 
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first responders existing behavioral health benefits after receiving a grant. This bill passed both 
chambers unanimously.   
 
   
Organized Retail Crime Bill – HB1091 (Buckner)  
  
This bill, pushed primarily by law enforcement including Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul 
and the Illinois Retail Merchants Association (IRMA), targets the growing problem of “smash-and-
grab” thefts occurring in Chicago and other cities around the state.   
  
The bill creates and defines the new charge of organized retail crime, in which groups or 
individuals commit assault or battery while stealing from a retail establishment. It would also 
allow prosecutors to charge the individuals who direct other individuals to commit the theft for 
them with the goal of reselling the merchandise.   
  
It also allows the attorney general to impanel a statewide grand jury to prosecute these crimes 
and requires online retailers like Amazon to verify the information of third-party sellers on their 
platforms.  
  
While the bill passed with bipartisan support, some Republicans in both chambers opposed the 
bill, saying that, while its intentions are good, it does not go far enough or is simply reframing 
crimes that are already on the books.   
  
Ghost Gun Ban - HB4383 (Buckner)  
  
This bill bans the sale and possession of so-called “ghost guns” that do not have a serial number 
and therefore cannot be tracked. The ban applies to both normal firearms that have had their 
serial numbers removed or homemade weapons made using a kit or a 3D printer. The bill was 
backed by law enforcement groups including the Cook County sheriff and groups like the Illinois 
Gun Violence Prevention PAC (G-PAC).   
  
Nursing Home Rate Reform – HB246 (Moeller)  
  
This bill aimed to address long-standing issues with state payment to long-term health care 
facilities and nursing homes, which have been suffering from staffing shortages and 
overcrowding.   
  
The bill increases funding for these facilities and incentivizes staff hiring and retention and the 
improving the quality-of-care patients receive. It passed both the House and Senate unanimously.   
  
Military Sexual Violence – SB257 (Muñoz)  
  
The bill allows service members who are victims of sexual violence to seek restraining or no-
contact orders if they’ve received a similar protective order from the military. It also allows those 
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individuals additional employment protections if they must attend or participate in a court-
martial or other proceeding related to an incident of sexual violence.  
  
The bill passed through both chambers unanimously.  
 
 
 
  
Subcontractor Pay Protection – HB5412 (Evans)  
  
This bill would make a primary contractor liable for failure to pay subcontractors for their work, 
and in turn, makes subcontractors liable to repay the primary contractor if they fail to pay their 
workers the wages they are due. The legislation arose from concerns from stakeholders in the 
construction industry about the growing problem of wage theft and fraud in their field.   
  
The bill was opposed by both House and Senate Republicans, who called the requirements 
“mandates” on the contractors and said the restrictions in the bill could hamper business by 
placing additional costs on them. They also argued that the bill may cause smaller, new 
subcontractors to lose work as primary contractors could tend to work with more established 
businesses.    
  
Pension Buyout Program Extension – HB4292 (Morgan)  
  
This bill will extend the state’s pension buyout program for public employees by two years. The 
program allows workers who formerly worked in state government to receive 60 percent of their 
state pension as a one-time lump sum. Current state employees eligible for retirement can keep 
their pension with reduced ongoing cost of living increases, in exchange for a smaller one-time 
payout.   
  
The state will sell $1 billion of debt to pay for the pension buyouts, as it did when the program 
began. Gov. J.B. Pritzker touted that the borrowing led to a reduction in the pension systems’ 
liabilities of $1.4 billion, meaning it saved the state roughly $400 million overall since the program 
began.   
  
The bill passed almost unanimously in both chambers.   
  
Co-Responder Pilot Program – HB4736 (Gordon-Booth)  
  
The bill would begin a pilot program, creating four co-responder units within the police 
departments of Springfield, Waukegan, Peoria, and East St. Louis. Social workers within these 
units would help provide follow-up visits for the victims that may need behavioral health services. 
They would help crime victims locate and access the resources they need to help recover from 
their incidents and help them with crisis management.  
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The bill passed with a party-line vote in the Senate Thursday, and nearly unanimously in the 
House on Friday.  
  
Judicial Campaign Finance - HB716 (Hoffman)  
  
This bill makes a variety of changes to state campaign finance law specifically for judicial races. 
Under the bill, contributions to judicial candidates who have contributed at least $100,000 to their 
own campaign would be capped at $500,000. Additionally, another $500,000 cap is placed on 
donations to independent organizations supporting a judicial candidate from outside their 
campaign.   
  
Finally, the bill creates a study task force on public financing of campaigns, in which candidates 
could receive contributions from the government. Several states currently have some kind of 
public funding model, offering grants or public matching programs for small donors.   
  
The bill passed both chambers with Republicans arguing that the restrictions on self-funded 
campaigns are useless, given that there is still no cap on rich judicial candidates giving to 
themselves.   
  
Carjacking Prevention Grants – HB3699 (Delgado)  
  
This bill establishes a state program to provide grants to local law enforcement to assist their 
effort to combat the growing problem of carjacking.  
  
The bill was passed unanimously in the Senate and nearly unanimously in the House.  
 


